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Th;y Met the Master-Zacchaeus
Luke 19

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was
there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and
was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he
was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and
climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming
that way.>When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to

him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. | must stay at your

house today.” ® So he came down at once and welcomed him
gladly.” All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone
to be the guest of a sinner.”® But Zacchaeus stood up and said to
the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now | give half of my possessions
to the poor, and if | have cheated anybody out of anything, | will

pay back four times the amount.” Jesus said to him, “Today
salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son
of Abraham. 1° For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the

lost.”

1. Zacchaeus was a wealthy tax-collector

A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax
collector and was wealthy

Matthew 19



16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what
good thing must | do to get eternal life?”1” “Why do you ask me
about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is

good. If you want to enter life, keep the
commandments.”*® “Which ones?” he inquired.Jesus
replied, “You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you
shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, ° honor your
father and mother,” and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.””20 “All
these | have kept,” the young man said. “What do | still
lack?”?! Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven. Then come, follow me.”?2 When the young man heard
this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.?2 Then
Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone
who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again | tell you, it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”?®> When the
disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked,
“Who then can be saved?”?® Jesus looked at them and said, “With
man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

Matthew 6

24“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one
and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

Luke 12

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the inheritance with me.”** Jesus replied, “Man, who
appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” ** Then he said
to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed,;
life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”'® And he
told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded
an abundant harvest. 1" He thought to himself, ‘What shall | do? |



3

have no place to store my crops.’*® “Then he said, ‘This is what Ill
do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there |
will store my surplus grain. ** And I'll say to myself, “You have

plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink
and be merry.”20 “But God said to him, “You fool! This very night
your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you
have prepared for yourself?’21 “This is how it will be with whoever
stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”

2. Zacchaeus had a heart to seek Jesus

3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he
could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a
sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that
way.®> When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to
him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. | must stay at your
house today.” ® So he came down at once and welcomed him

gladly.

Jeremiah 29

13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your
heart

John 7

1650 Jesustold them, “My message is not my own; it comes from
God who sent me. 7 Anyone who wants to do the will of God will
know whether my teaching is from God or is merely my own.

3. Zacchaeus had a life-changing encounter with Jesus



>When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to

him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. | must stay at your

house today.” ® So he came down at once and welcomed him
gladly.” All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone
to be the guest of a sinner.”® But Zacchaeus stood up and said to
the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now | give half of my possessions
to the poor, and if | have cheated anybody out of anything, | will

pay back four times the amount.”® Jesus said to him, “Today
salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son
of Abraham. ° For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the

lost.”

Revelation 3:20

20“Look! | stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and
open the door, | will come in, and we will share a meal together as
friends

Galatians 3

®1n the same way, “Abraham believed God, and God counted him
as righteous because of his faith.” ” The real children of Abraham,
then, are those who put their faith in God.® What’s more, the
Scriptures looked forward to this time when God would make the
Gentiles right in his sight because of their faith. God proclaimed
this good news to Abraham long ago when he said, “All nations
will be blessed through you.” ® So all who put their faith in Christ
share the same blessing Abraham received because of his faith.

10 But those who depend on the law to make them right with God
are under his curse, for the Scriptures say, “Cursed is everyone
who does not observe and obey all the commands that are written



in God’s Book of the Law.” 11 So it is clear that no one can be

made right with God by trying to keep the law. For the Scriptures

say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.” 12 This
way of faith is very different from the way of law, which says, “It is
through obeying the law that a person has life.”*3 But Christ has
rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When he was

hung on the cross, he took upon himself the curse for our
wrongdoing. For it is written in the Scriptures, “Cursed is everyone
who is hung on a tree.” ** Through Christ Jesus, God has blessed
the Gentiles with the same blessing he promised to Abraham, so
that we who are believers might receive the promised Holy Spirit
through faith.

4. Zacchaeus demonstrated his repentance with radical
generosity

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here
and now | give half of my possessions to the poor, and if | have
cheated anybody out of anything, | will pay back four times the
amount.” Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this

house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 1° For the Son

of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

Luke 3

" John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? & Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.” For
| tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for
Abraham. ° The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every
tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown



into the fire.”'? “What should we do then?” the crowd
asked.! John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should
share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food
should do the same.”'? Even tax collectors came to be
baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”12“Don’t
collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.'* Then
some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”He replied,
“Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content
with your pay.”

1 Timothy 6

17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but
to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for

our enjoyment. 8 Command them to do good, to be rich in good

deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 1 In this way they
will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the

coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

1 Timothy 6:9-10

Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction. 1° For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs.

2 Corinthians 9



6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. ” Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly,
so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work. ° As it is written:“They have freely
scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”:° Now he who supplies seed
to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness. 1! You will be enriched in every way so that you
can be generous on every occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.? This service that
you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people
but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to
God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved
yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that
accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. * And in
their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the
surpassing grace God has given you. *® Thanks be to God for his
indescribable gift!

AcCts 2

45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the
money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the
Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and
shared their meals with great joy and generosity— 47 all the while
praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And
each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being
saved.



Acts 4

32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt
that what they owned was not their own, so they shared
everything they had. 33 The apostles testified powerfully to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was
upon them all. 34 There were no needy people among them,
because those who owned land or houses would sell them 3°and
bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need.



