THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS

IS THE JESUS OF CHRISTMAS

The Joy of Christmas is the Jesus of Christmas
Luke 2:8-11

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping
watch over their flocks at night. ® An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. 1° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. |
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.

1 Peter 1:8
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an
inexpressible and glorious joy,

Psalm 126:3
The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled
with joy.

Who is the Jesus of Christmas?
l. Luke 1

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind
of greeting this might be. 3° But the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 3! You will conceive
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and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God
will give him the throne of his father David, 23 and he will reign
over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since | am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to
be born will be called the Son of God. 3¢ Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was
said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 3" For no word
from God will ever fail.”

38l am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to
me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

Isaiah 9:6-7

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty
will accomplish this.

1. Matthew 1



18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before
they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the
Holy Spirit. 1 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the
law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had
in mind to divorce her quietly.

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit. ! She will give birth to a son, and you are
to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins.”

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the
prophet: 22 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and
they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

lI.  Luke 2

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping
watch over their flocks at night. ® An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. 1° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. |
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. 1 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.

V. Matthew 2

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem ?and asked,
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw

his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”




3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all
Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the
people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them
where the Messiah was to be born. >“In Bethlehem in Judea,”
they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:

6 “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.

"M

Micah 5:2

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
from eternity everlasting

V. John1l

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 2 Through
him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of all
mankind. > The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it.

9The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the
world. 1°He was in the world, and though the world was made
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God— *3 children born not of



natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but
born of God.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came
from the Father, full of grace and truth.

15(John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the

one | spoke about when | said, ‘He who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was before me.””) 16 Out of his
fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already
given. ¥’ For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. 8 No one has ever seen God, but the
one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made him known.



