UESTION

How to Restore Your Spiritual Passion
Philippians 3:7-14

" But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake
of Christ. 8 What is more, | consider everything a loss because of
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose
sake | have lost all things. | consider them garbage, that | may
gain Christ ® and be found in him, not having a righteousness of
my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith
in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of
faith. 191 want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his
resurrection and patrticipation in his sufferings, becoming like him
in his death, * and so, somehow, attaining to the

resurrection from the dead.'? Not that | have already obtained all
this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press on to take
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers
and sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.
But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, * | press on toward the goal to win the prize for
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.



1. You can lose your spiritual passion

2. Reasons for losing spiritual passion

3. How to restore your spiritual passion

Sanctified places

Genesis 12:8

From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched
his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he
built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD.

Genesis 28

10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he
reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun
had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his

head and lay down to sleep. 2 He had a dream in which he saw a
stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 3 There
above it stood the LORD, and he said: “| am the LORD, the God of
your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. | will give you and
your descendants the land on which you are lying. 4 Your
descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread
out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All
peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your

offspring. 1> 1 am with you and will watch over you wherever you
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go, and | will bring you back to this land. | will not leave you until |
have done what | have promised you.”

16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely

the LORD is in this place, and | was not aware of it.” " He was
afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is hone other
than the house of God,; this is the gate of heaven.”

18 Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed
under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of

it. 1° He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called
Luz.

Genesis 35:1
Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel and settle there, and

build an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you were
fleeing from your brother Esau... 3 Then come, let us go up to
Bethel, where | will build an altar to God, who answered me in the
day of my distress and who has been with me wherever | have
gone.” 4 So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the
rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak at
Shechem...

Genesis 35:7

There he built an altar, and he called the place El Bethel,
because it was there that God revealed himself to him when he
was fleeing from his brother.

Sanctified People
Matthew 26
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36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called
Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while | go over there
and pray.” 37 He took Peter and James and John along with him,
and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to
them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.
Stay here and keep watch with me.”

Philippians 2:19-30

191 hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that |
also may be cheered when | receive news about you. 2°| have no
one else like him, who will show genuine concern for your
welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for their own interests, not
those of Jesus Christ. 2?2 But you know that Timothy has proved
himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me
in the work of the gospel. 22| hope, therefore, to send him as soon
as | see how things go with me. 4 And | am confident in the Lord
that | myself will come soon.

25 But | think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus,
my brother, co-worker and fellow soldier, who is also your
messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. %® For he
longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was
ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on
him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow
upon sorrow. 28 Therefore | am all the more eager to send him, so
that when you see him again you may be glad and | may have
less anxiety. 2° So then, welcome him in the Lord with great joy,
and honor people like him, 3¢ because he almost died for the work
of Christ. He risked his life to make up for the help you yourselves
could not give me.

2 Corinthians 2:12-13

2Now when | went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and
found that the Lord had opened a door for me, 131 still had no



peace of mind, because | did not find my brother Titus there. So |
said goodbye to them and went on to Macedonia.

Sanctified Practices
Psalm 19:7-11

The law of the LORD is perfect,
refreshing the soul.

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,
making wise the simple.

8 The precepts of the LORD are right,
giving joy to the heart.

The commands of the LORD are radiant,
giving light to the eyes.

9The fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring forever.

The decrees of the LORD are firm,
and all of them are righteous.

10 They are more precious than gold,
than much pure gold;

they are sweeter than honey,
than honey from the honeycomb.

11 By them your servant is warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.

Acts 13:1-3

1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and
teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of

Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the
tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul
for the work to which | have called them.” 3 So after they had
fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent
them off,



James 4:7-10

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to
you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you
double-minded. ° Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter
to mourning and your joy to gloom. 1 Humble yourselves before
the Lord, and he will lift you up.

Acts 4:23-31

23 0n their release, Peter and John went back to their own people
and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to
them. 2*When they heard this, they raised their voices together in
prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the
heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in

them. 2° You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your
servant, our father David:

Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?

26 The kings of the earth rise up

and the rulers band together
against the Lord

and against his anointed one.’
2’ Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles
and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy
servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power
and will had decided beforehand should happen. %° Now, Lord,
consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your
word with great boldness. 3° Stretch out your hand to heal and
perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant
Jesus.”



31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the
word of God boldly.

Sometimes you have to faith it until you feel it

Hebrews 11:6

6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who earnestly seek him.



