
 

Can believers in Jesus be demon-possessed? 

1. The devil and demons are real 

Matthew 4:1-3 

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days and 

forty nights, He then became hungry. 3 And the tempter came and 

said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these 

stones become bread  

Revelation 12:7-9 

7 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging 

war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, 8 and 

they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place 

found for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown 

down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, 

who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, 

and his angels were thrown down with him. 



Ephesians 6:11-12 

11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand 

firm against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against 

the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  

Mark 1:21-27 

21 They *went into Capernaum; and immediately on the 

Sabbath He entered the synagogue and began to teach. 22 They 

were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them 

as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23 Just then there 

was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit; and he cried 

out, 24 saying, “What business do we have with each other, 

Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who 

You are—the Holy One of God!” 25 And Jesus rebuked him, 

saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” 26 Throwing him into 

convulsions, the unclean spirit cried out with a loud voice and 

came out of him. 27 They were all amazed, so that they debated 

among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with 

authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey 

Him.” 

James 2:19 

You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also 

believe, and shudder. 

 

 

2. Every person is in a spiritual battle 

Ephesians 2:1-2 
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And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which 

you formerly walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is 

now working in the sons of disobedience. 

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 

perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the 

minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  

1 Peter 5:8-10 

8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, 

prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 

devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same 

experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren 

who are in the world. 10 After you have suffered for a little while, 

the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, 

will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  

Galatians 5:16-23 

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire 

of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and 

the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one 

another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But 

if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 19 Now the 

deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, 

sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts 

of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, 

carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I 

have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will 

not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 



faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there 

is no law.  

1 John 2:15-17 

15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone 

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that 

is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes 

and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the 

world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one 

who does the will of God lives forever. 

3. Non-believers can be demon-possessed 

Luke 8:2 
and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and 

sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom 

seven demons had gone out, 

Luke 8:27 
And when He came out onto the land, He was met by a man from 

the city who was possessed with demons; and who had not put 
on any clothing for a long time, and was not living in a house, but 

in the tombs. 

Mark 6:12-13 

12 They went out and preached that men should repent. 13 And 

they were casting out many demons and were anointing with oil 

many sick people and healing them. 

Luke 9:1 
And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and 

authority over all the demons and to heal diseases. 

 

 

4. Believers are indwelt and sealed with the Holy Spirit 
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Titus 3:4-7 

4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for 

mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds 

which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, 

by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy 

Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ 

our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be 

made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

1 Corinthians 3:16 

16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the 

Spirit of God dwells in you?  

Galatians 4:4-7 

4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His 

Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might 

redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons. 6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the 

Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a 

son, then an heir through God. 

Ephesians 1:13-14 

13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed 

in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge 

of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s 

own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

1 John 4:1-4 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, because many false prophets have 

gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every 



spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

from God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not 

from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have 

heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 4 You 

are from God, little children, and have overcome them; 

because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 

 

5. Believers can be harassed and deceived by the devil 

and demons 

Matthew 16:21-23 

21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must 

go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief 

priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third 

day. 22 Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, 

“God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.” 23 But He 

turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a 

stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s 

interests, but man’s.” 

John 8:43-44 

43 Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because 

you cannot hear My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, 

and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer 

from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there 

is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his 

own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  

 1 Thessalonians 2:18 

18 For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—

and yet Satan hindered us. 

2 Timothy 2:24-26 



24 The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind 

to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 25 with gentleness 

correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant 

them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26 and they 

may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, 

having been held captive by him to do his will. 

1 Timothy 3:4-6 

4 He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping 

his children under control with all dignity 5 (but if a man does not 

know how to manage his own household, how will he take care 

of the church of God?), 6 and not a new convert, so that he will not 

become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the 

devil.  

1 Peter 5:6-9 

6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that 

He may exalt you at the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety on 

Him, because He cares for you. 8 Be of sober spirit, be on the 

alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, 

knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being 

accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.  

 

6. Victory, authority and freedom are in Christ 

Hebrews 2:14-15 

14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He 

Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He 

might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, 

the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were 

subject to slavery all their lives. 



Colossians 2:13-15 – 3:1-4 

13 When you were dead in your transgressions and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with 

Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having canceled 

out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which 

was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having 

nailed it to the cross. 15 When He had disarmed the rulers and 

authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed 

over them through Him… Therefore since you have been raised 

up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things 

above, not on the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died 

and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is 

our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in 

glory 

 

Ephesians 1:19-22 – 2:4-6 

19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us 

who believe. These are in accordance with the working of 

the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, 

when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right 

hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 

in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in 

subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to 

the church… 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 

love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our 

transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 

have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us 

with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  



Ephesians 6:10-17 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His 

might. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to 

stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is 

not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against 

the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 

heavenly places. 13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so 

that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done 

everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED 

YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF 

RIGHTEOUSNESS, 15 and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE 

PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; 16 in addition to all, taking 

up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all 

the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 And take THE HELMET OF 

SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

James 4:7-8 

7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 

you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 

 


